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With MSUM facing further 
cuts to state funding, the 
administration is looking to 
improve economic efficiency on 
campus.
In the early 2000s, Minnesota 
funded two-thirds of MSUM’s 
budget, and the other third was 
paid by student tuition.  But every 
year since, the amount of state 
funding has been dropping and 
now the state only funds about 40 
percent of the budget. 
With more of the population 
nearing retirement age, more 
money is going towards Medicaid 
and other services, and less money 
is available for higher education. 
By next year, it is predicted it 
will have entirely switched, with 
student tuition now covering two- 
thirds of MSUM’s budget.
“The money’s not there, so 
the best thing we can do is to be 
fiscally sustainable and efficient,” 
said Jean Hollaar, Interim 
Vice President of Finance and 
Administration.
Due to this decrease in state 
funding, students will be facing a 
maximum of a 5 percent increase 
in tuition fees.  Despite this, the 
school is working to maintain 
affordability for students; the 
motto right now is, “High quality 
education that is efficient and 
affordable.”
A major area of examination 
is staffing. School policy now 
states that when a staff member 
resigns or retires, their position 
is reviewed and evaluated on 
its efficiency.  Administration 
is continually dealing with the 
economic struggles from the 
budget cuts.
MSUM officials are still 
dedicated, however, to improving 
its campus and its facilities.  The 
old post office (which has moved to 
next to the bookstore) is currently 
being redesigned into a new Cafe 
Connection, with more seating 
area for students.The offices 
for disability services, career 
services, and veteran’s affairs are 
being moved to Flora Frick, near 
the Academic Resource Office. 
Dahl is scheduled for renovation 
next summer.
“It’s a difficult time for higher 
education,” President Szymanski 
said. Administration is addressing 
ways to sustain quality and 
affordability in these difficult 
economic times.
Brianna French finds a breezy area at Dike East in Fargo to fly her kite on Friday afternoon.
Jesse Trelstad / The Advocate
MSUM faces even 
more funding cuts
BY CONOR HOLT
Staff Writer
Holt can be reached at 
holtco@mnstate.edu.
Though she has always spoken 
of holding student concerns and 
perspectives in high regard, 
President Edna Szymanski is 
taking actions to make herself 
readily available to them.
Starting last Friday from 2 to 
4 p.m., Szymanski, accompanied 
by Vice President of Student 
Affairs, Warren Wiese, held 
office hours. The time is meant 
to be a way for students to bring 
their opinions straight to the top.
The idea evolved from 
Szymanski’s practice of allotting 
time to meet with faculty and 
staff last year, something 
previous presidents have never 
tried. 
“It was wildly successful, 
albeit a little challenging 
sometimes,” Szymanski said. 
Since a president’s area of 
influence covers the employees 
of the university and as the title 
suggests, the VP of student 
affairs has more authority over 
the students, Wiese will join 
Szymanski to hear what they 
have to say.
“It’s just part of giving people 
an opportunity to communicate,” 
Szymanski said. “The challenge 
for us is going to be to helping 
folks know it’s not the place to 
come and plead the last appeal 
for something you’ve already 
lost, but it is the place to come 
with ideas and thoughts and 
questions.”
Senior Office and 
Administrative Specialist, 
Maxine Pianka, said that 
depending on Szymanski’s time 
and what kind of traffic flow 
the presidential suite sees this 
semester, the monthly hours may 
be increased if there is a need. 
“We have no idea what to 
expect,” Pianka said.
The format will be informal 
and brief, on a first-come, first-
served basis.
“She is really taking a hands-
on approach,” said Intermediate 
Office and Administrative 
Specialist, Marie Beckerleg.
BY HOLLY LAVECCHIA
Copy Editor
Lavecchia can be reached at 
laveccho@mnstate.edu.
President’s office hours foster healthy exchange
As of Aug. 20, the Moorhead 
Police Department is increasing 
efforts to enforce Minnesota’s 
“move over” law.  This law was 
created to prevent incidents such 
as the death of State Trooper Ted 
Foss, who was killed by a passing 
vehicle while responding to an 
accident on the shoulder on I-90. 
The “move over” law means 
that a vehicle driving on a two-
or-more lane highway, it must be 
at least one full lane away from 
any stopped vehicle with flashing 
lights, such as an ambulance, fire 
truck, squad car or construction 
vehicles. If it is a one-lane 
roadway, a vehicle must move 
over as far as safely possible 
and slow down in respect of the 
officer.  
Lieutenant Tory Jacobson of 
the Moorhead Police explained 
how this law will be enforced. 
One way is that when an officer is 
just clearing or finishing up with 
a traffic stop and sees someone 
fail to comply, the officer will 
immediately proceed to pull over 
the individual right after the other 
stop. If the officer is unable to 
finish the initial stop in enough 
time to pull the next vehicle over, 
he or she will radio the vehicle in, 
and a nearby officer will follow 
up on it.  
If a person is pulled over in 
violation of the “move over” law, 
he or she will receive a citation, 
which is a ticket for $185.  
Lt. Jacobson emphasized that 
these laws “always need to have 
an enforcer.” He said it is easy 
for drivers to become distracted, 
especially with all the technology 
of today, and if someone does 
not realize that a squad is there, 
that person poses a risk to the life 
of the officer.  
These laws may seem very 
mundane, but they are needed 
for the protection of Moorhead’s 
police officers.    
BY CRYSTAL SMITH
Staff Writer
Smith can be reached at 
smithcr@mnstate.edu.
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 9.16-9.21
 
9.16 
9.17
9.18
9.19
 9.20
9.21
6:30a.m.-8:30a.m. Town 
Hall Meeting
8a.m.-5p.m. CIO Meeting
8a.m.-5p.m. Women’s 
Rugby
8a.m.-3p.m. CIO Meeting
8a.m.-8p.m. 
Naturalization Ceremony
8a.m.-5:15p.m. F-M First 
Nations Journey
8a.m.-5p.m. Women’s 
Rugby
7:30p.m.-10p.m. Barbara 
Schramm Recital
8a.m.-5p.m. Women’s 
Rugby
2p.m.-4p.m. Interpretive 
Center Open House
4p.m.-8p.m. Admissions 
Calling Nights
6p.m.-9:30p.m. WS: Take 
Back the Night
7p.m.-8p.m. Space 
Dreams: Man’s Eternal 
Quest
3p.m.-3:50p.m. ARO  
College Success Work-
shops
4p.m.-8p.m. Admissions 
Calling Nights
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LAUGHED 
yet today?
THE ADVOCATE
Bike stolen from 
Hagen
A bicycle was stolen from 
southwest side of Hagen on Sept. 
7.
Permit and CDs 
stolen
A report was filed of a parking 
permit and CDs stolen from a ve-
hicle parked in Delta Zeta park-
ing lot on Sept. 8.
Pole Collision
A motor vehicle accident oc-
curred on Sept. 8 in the WG lot. 
The vehicle hit a light pole. 
Upchuck kid
A report of child who vomited 
in Weld classroom,was filed on 
Sept. 9.
Woman sick from 
donating plasma
A female was reported being 
light-headed after giving plasma 
in Lommen on Sept. 9.
Too much bass
A report was filed on Sept. 9 
of loud music coming from Hol-
mquist. No one was located in 
the dorm room and the complaint 
was referred to housing. 
Smoking the reefer
A report was filed on Sept. 10 
of marijuana odor in West Snarr. 
The individual suspected was re-
ferred to campus judicial.
Drunk Dahl dude
A report was filed on Sept. 11 
of a male vomiting in the Dahl 
lobby bathroom. The individual 
was referred to campus judicial.
Four students cited 
for minors
A report of marijuana odor in 
South Snarr as filed on Sept. 11. 
Four individuals were cited for 
minors in consumption and re-
ferred to judicial services.
Suspected assault 
near campus
A male was found running 
north of the Center for Business 
with a bloody face on Sept. 12. 
He was reported as being assault-
ed at an off-campus party.  Moor-
head Police Department took the 
report.
Comedian Tim 
Young at the CMU
The Dragon Entertainment 
Group will be sponsoring come-
dian Tim Young on Oct. 1 at 8 
p.m.  The event will be held at the 
CMU in the Underground. 
All MSUM students get in 
free with their student IDs with 
an added perk of root beer floats 
provided by the Dragon Enter-
tainment Group.  
Young will have CDs and 
videos of his act for sale after 
the show.  Check out Young at 
timyounglive.com.
Former Poet        
Laureate visits 
MSUM
Poet Billy Collins brings his 
award-winning poetry to the 
MSUM campus Sept. 23 at 8 p.m. 
on the Gaede Stage. 
Collins will read from his 
work, answer questions and sign 
books at a reception following the 
reading. The event, sponsored by 
the Tom McGrath Visiting Writ-
ers Series, is free and open to the 
public.
Collins was the poet laure-
ate from 2001-2003 and has ap-
peared in a variety of periodicals 
including The New Yorker, The 
Paris Reiew and The American 
Scholar. 
For more information, contact 
Series Director Thom Tammaro 
at 218.477.2199 or tammaro@
mnstate.edu.
Take Back the Night 
The Women’s Center invites 
you to join us for the Rape and 
Abuse Crisis Center’s “Take 
Back the Night” rally and march. 
On Sept. 21 at Oak Grove Park 
in Fargo, there will be a BBQ at 
5:30 p.m., a program at 7 p.m. and 
at 7:30 p.m. 
On Sept. 20, signs will be made 
to carry at the march in Bridges 
162 from 6 to 9 p.m. Everyone is 
invited and refreshments will be 
served.  
Rides will be provided to the 
park from the MSUM Planetari-
um starting at 5:30 p.m. 
For more information, contact 
bachmann@mnstate.edu.
Bomb scare at Eiffel 
Tower
The Eiffel Tower and the sur-
rounding Champ de Mars were 
evacuated following a bomb 
scared at 9 p.m. local time. 
About 25,000 people were in 
the area and were moved to the 
banks of the River Seine. Police 
with dogs carried out a search of 
the area, but didn’t find anything 
suspicious. 
A second popular tourist spot, 
Saint-Michel subway stop near 
the Notre Dame Cathedral, was 
also evacuated.
Oil discovered on 
Gulf floor
More evidence that reports 
were a bit premature in celebrat-
ing the “disappearance” of most 
of the Gulf oil: Scientists have 
discovered that much of it is 
resting on the floor of the Gulf 
of Mexico in a one-to-two inch 
layer. 
“I did not expect to find this 
much. I didn’t expect to find lay-
ers two inches thick,” said Uni-
versity of Georgia researcher Sa-
mantha Joye. 
Dead shrimp and other small 
animals were found beneath the 
oil; the sinking of the oil is obvi-
ous bad news for crustaceans and 
other bottom dwellers. 
The newly discovered oil has 
not conclusively been linked to 
the Deepwater Horizion oil spill 
yet, but several factors indicate 
that it is not oil from the natural 
seepage that occurs on the floor 
of the Gulf.
Twitter revamps site
Twitter revealed a redesigned 
site at a press conference Tues-
day, hoping to make the site more 
user friendly and more open to 
advertisers. The new site, which 
will roll out over the next few 
weeks, makes it easier for users 
to merge everything one wants to 
see on one screen – videos, pho-
tos, Tweets and conversations.
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For the first time in the 
Fargo-Moorhead area, the Red 
River Freethinkers, along with 
collaborative help from the 
Campus Freethought Alliance of 
MSUM, welcome international 
speakers and various free thought 
presentations for the “Project 
42: 2010 Valley Freethought 
Convention.”
The convention, which will be 
held from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Saturday at the Radisson hotel 
in downtown Fargo, is designed 
to encourage the open discussion 
of controversial issues. This 
event is part of the Red River 
Freethinkers’ mission and effort, 
which is “to promote freethinking 
through education and activism.”
Some of the speakers include 
Dan Barker, co-president of 
the Freedom From Religion 
Foundation and author of several 
books, his most recent being 
“Godless: How An Evangelical 
Preacher Became One of 
America’s Leading Atheist,” and 
Brian Keith Dalton, producer 
and star of “Mr. Deity,” the 
increasingly popular online 
comedy series which takes a look 
at the universe with incredibly 
witty insights. 
Mike Barnum, president of 
CFA, said an event like this hasn’t 
occurred thus far, but he finds the 
environment around the F-M area 
to be “more progressive.”
“So far it has been pretty well 
received,” Barnum said.
The Red River Freethinkers 
began in 1997, and their idea 
of “freethinkers” originated 
from their core values of reason 
and skepticism. Though the 
mission emphasizes science and 
logical principles as opposed to 
traditional views or any other 
dogma, Barnum said it’s an 
opportunity listen to people who 
are well credited in their area of 
expertise. 
“College students can have the 
chance to experience different 
views,” Barnum said.
On Friday, CFA will be 
sponsoring a free showing of 
the documentary “The Nature of 
Existence,” which explores many 
viewpoints on the purpose of our 
existence. The film is at 7 p.m. at 
the Safari Theater in Moorhead 
and is free to the public.
For more information about 
this event, visit the site at www.
project42convention.org.
First “freethought 
convention” to be 
hosted in Fargo
BY MEGAN NITSCHKE
Staff Writer
Nitschke can be reached at 
nitschkeme@mnstate.edu.
The Dragon Core and recently 
proposed changes were discussed 
in an open forum for students 
on Tuesday, Sept. 7 in the CMU 
ballroom. 
The discussion was led by 
biosciences professor Ellen 
Brisch, Corrick Center professor 
Tim Decker, philosophy 
professor Randy Cagle and 
sociology professor Michael 
Hughey. They are part of the 
Dragon Core Review Task Force, 
which is in charge of discussing 
and proposing changes to Dragon 
Core.
Decker said that the goal of 
these changes is to simplify the 
Dragon Core and better align 
MSUM’s liberal arts program 
with the requirements of MnSCU.
One major benefit of 
simplifying the Dragon Core is 
that it will especially help make 
registration easier for incoming 
freshmen and transfer students.
“I recall that I sat down with 
my Dragon mentor, Georgi, to 
go over what I’d have to take, 
and I just remember sitting there 
for about an hour scratching 
my head, looking at all these 
confusing (requirements), and 
basically when you’re here for 
Dragon Days, they’re dumping 
everything on you on one day, and 
I was frankly really confused,” 
freshman John Goerke said.
 “It is really difficult for 
freshmen to understand Dragon 
Core. Especially on a registration 
day when they are bombarded 
with information,” junior and 
Dragon mentor Nicole Anderson 
said. Anderson pointed out that 
the math requirement and the 
writing intensive requirements 
seemed to be two of the more 
problematic areas.
The program proposed to 
replace Dragon Core is called 
The Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Curriculum.
The suggested changes include 
eliminating the clusters that 
are in the current Dragon Core 
program. However, according to 
the proposal there will still be 11 
required areas of courses, which 
will be written communication, 
oral communication, critical 
thinking, math, natural science 
(with lab), history and social 
science, arts and humanities, 
human diversity, global 
perspective, ethical and civic 
responsibility and people and the 
environment.
Hughey explained that once 
a new program is put in place, 
students who are already enrolled 
at MSUM will be able to choose 
whether they want to graduate 
with the current Dragon Core 
program or the Liberal Arts and 
Sciences Curriculum during the 
transition; meaning that students 
that are already or almost 
finished with their Dragon Core 
requirements will not need 
to worry about these changes 
delaying their graduation.
For more information, check 
out the chart of proposed changes 
at www.msumadvocate.com.
BY CHAYANEE HALEY
Copy Editor
Haley can be reached at 
haleych@mnstate.edu.
Dragon Core considers possible changes
Stress is something that 
college students experience on a 
regular basis. There are all sorts 
of reasons for this stress, but 
the one thing that could perhaps 
be the greatest causes of it is 
finances.  
A new law has been passed 
to help protect young adults, 
specifically college students, 
from the stresses that finances 
can cause. The new law prohibits 
banks from providing credit cards 
to those less than 21 years of age, 
unless they have an approved 
co-borrower over the age of 21 or 
are employed. 
Another characteristic of the 
Credit Card Act is that companies 
are no longer allowed to go onto 
college campuses to, in a sense, 
“recruit” students by using free 
gifts and other prizes that might 
persuade students to open an 
account with their company. 
These companies are often 
accused of preying on college 
students due to their assumed 
lack of experience in dealing 
with a credit card and the 
responsibilities that come with it. 
Since the act was officially 
passed in 2009, it has begun to 
phase in this year, due to the 
beginning of a new school year, 
and now many companies are 
sure to be seeing the effects of it. 
One company that has not been 
affected by it is Affinity Plus 
Federal Credit Union. The reason 
for this lies mostly in the fact that 
Affinity Plus has always required 
that its credit card holders meet 
the requirements just set by the 
card act.
The Affinity Plus Federal 
Credit Union on the MSUM 
campus is located in the CMU 
and serves over 1,500 students. 
“I am proud to report that the 
act has had little to no effect on 
the way Affinity Plus has been 
able to help out student members 
at the MSUM Campus,” said Jon 
Stock, manager for the Moorhead 
Campus branch of the company.  
    But Stock does not doubt that 
other companies who used to 
come onto campus have noticed 
a change in business. 
“Before, I think students were 
amazed at how easy it was to be 
approved for a credit card,” he 
said. 
Now, since it is not so easy, 
companies may be experiencing 
a drop in business. 
Another result of the Credit 
Card Act is that credit card 
statements are now easier to read 
and understand. According to 
Stock, it will also show students 
that by paying a higher amount 
towards their balance, they will 
pay less interest and pay off their 
balance more quickly. 
“At Affinity Plus, we educate 
our student members to try to 
pay their balance off monthly,” 
Stock said. 
If this is not possible, they 
encourage them to try to never 
carry a balance over 30 percent 
of their limit on a monthly basis. 
He said that they also educate 
their members on how to use a 
credit card as a tool for building 
a good credit score, rather than 
it becoming something negative 
that they have to deal with in the 
future. 
BY MEGAN BLUML
Staff Writer
Bluml can be reached at 
blumlme@mnstate.edu.
Credit Card Act reforms industry Want 
MORE 
COntEnt?
Check out The 
Advocate’s new 
website at 
msumadvocate.com!
Listen to the 
web-exclusive 
podcast, 
updated 
weekly.
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BY DANIELLE VOIGT
Copy Editor
“This will probably get me in 
trouble with all the faculty,” Mike 
Ruth said. “We don’t know how 
lucky we have it...people in my 
kind of position.”
Ruth, the graphic communi-
cations coordinator at MSUM, 
knows how lucky he is to have the 
freedom to do whatever he wants. 
Ruth spent the summer of 2010 on 
his motorcycle and hanging out 
with Detroit innercity kids.
Logging a total of 7,547 miles 
on his Suzuki Boulevard C90T, 
Ruth traveled across half of the 
United States. He ended his sum-
mer with a trip to Detroit. 
Ruth started his summer in 
Fargo, cycled down to Ft. Lau-
derdale, back to Fargo, then out 
to Sturgis and back again. He 
traveled through numerous cities, 
including: Chippewa Falls, Wis., 
Indianapolis, Ind., Columbus, 
Ohio, Washington D.C., Atlanta, 
Ga., and Lexington, Ky. 
Ruth slept in many different 
beds, only two of which were in 
hotels. He bed-borrowed from old 
friends that he hadn’t seen in 40 
years, as well as from people he 
met while on the road.
“The neatest thing to me of the 
whole summer was my trip to 
Michigan,” Ruth said.
 He worked with an organiza-
tion called Forgotten Harvest and 
was asked to document a special 
event: taking kids from the Cen-
tral Detroit Christian (CDC) to 
Michigan International Speed-
way.
The event was intended to pro-
mote the CDC and to give the 
kids  a break. It was a field trip 
for them. To help promote CDC, 
Evander Holyfield came to the 
event.
Ruth ate dinner with Holyfield 
and had the chance to talk to him 
about things, ranging from Mike 
Tyson biting off a piece of his ear 
off to his philosophy on life.
“He is a very quiet, gentle 
man,” Ruth said.
He said he is a gentle boxer, 
which is an oxymoron. It was in-
teresting to listen to someone who 
has such a violent career be such 
a gentle person, he explained.
“I learned from him that no 
matter what role in life you have, 
we are all quite the same,” Ruth 
said.  “Holyfield said it’s all about 
doing good in the world and cre-
ating peace.”
Ruth, Holyfield and the CDC 
went to a church that is run by a 
former gang member and helped 
serve dinner, then went to the 
racetrack.
He said it was the first time out 
of the city for many of the 39 kids. 
The racetrack is only 70 miles 
from Detroit, but the kids don’t 
have many chances to travel. 
Ruth said their reactions were 
very humorous and also so inno-
cent. 
“NASCAR is a predominately 
a redneck, white sport,” Ruth 
said. “It was interesting watching 
them pulling into the parking lot 
and the most innocent thing, this 
young girl said there are sure a lot 
of white people.”
The kids were going into a very 
foreign environment and carried 
themselves well. 
“These kids, to get in this thing 
(CDC), had to have certain grades 
or a certain kind of attitude. It just 
wasn’t any kid. These were prob-
ably some of the best kids of the 
some of the toughest neighbor-
hoods in Detroit.”
Ruth said the girls, who were 
only 10 to 12 yearsold, were very 
proper. He said all the kids had 
good attitudes about things. Ruth 
said it was a privilege to help the 
kids relax for a few hours know-
ing their struggles they face in 
their neighborhood every day.
 “It makes you feel good that 
there is still hope out there for 
these young people.”
Ruth said that if he didn’t have 
this job he wouldn’t have been 
able to do this trip. 
Professor’s summer humbled by humanity
“I met 39 great kids who some 
of them I hope will become re-
ally positive role models in their 
communities, a gentle boxer, and 
I was hopefully able to do good 
for Forgotten Harvest.”
The trip made him ponder 
whether humans have a responsi-
bility to help out.
“There are kids struggling that 
have been struggling forever and 
what can we do to help ease their 
struggle; it’s corny,” Ruth said.
He was modest about the dif-
ference he made. 
“I took the kids out of the city, 
they had fun, they got to act like 
kids. They weren’t stressed out 
or worried about what’s going on 
if they step outside; we were all 
having good fun.”
He helped the kids relax for a 
couple hours and maybe spark an 
interest in racing.
“I learned a lot about human-
ity and how there are still good 
people out there,” Ruth said.
Voigt can be reached at        
voigtda@mnstate.edu.
Submitted photo
Mike Ruth, graphic communications professor at MSUM, poses on his motorcycle.
By KIM HYATT
Staff Writer
With the first few weeks of 
class out of the way, various in-
coming freshman began their first 
semester with an advantage. 
The MSUM Living and Learn-
ing Communities make this op-
portunity possible. 
The nine communities consist 
of art/art education, biosciences 
(designed for students interested 
in bioscience majors such as biol-
ogy, chemistry, biochemistry and 
biotechnology), Corrick Center, 
Dragon Core emerging leader-
ship, Dragon Core exploration 
(designed for students who have 
not yet decided on an academic 
major), education, film and the-
ater, honors, and STEM (de-
signed for students majoring in 
computer sciences, pre-engineer-
ing, physics,and math). 
Although relatively new to 
campus, the Living and Learning 
Communities provide great op-
portunities for future Dragons to 
make their transition from the top 
of the food chain in high school 
to fresh meat in  college a little 
easier. 
Aside from taking some of their 
fall semester classes together and 
living together, LLC students stay 
connected through their Dragon 
mentors.
Conor Holt, film community 
mentor, regularly sends out Face-
book messages about upcoming 
events and films. 
“He (Holt) also sends us friend 
requests of other students in our 
community,” said Rachel Anft, a 
member of the film LLC.
“The communities are a more 
effective way to have freshmen 
make friendships they’ll keep and 
simultaneously help them in their 
major,” The art/art education Liv-
ing and Learning Community 
mentor, Cat Wack, said. “It’s a 
really good way to immerse in 
college life, socially and academ-
ically.” 
 “I love my community,” Anft 
said. “It’s really helpful and great 
to meet other film class members. 
We all have very similar interests 
and we’re really good friends.”
For more information on 
MSUM Living and Learning 
Communities call: 218.477.2777 
or toll free at 800.593.7246. Or at 
http://www.mnstate.edu/housing/ 
and click on Learning Communi-
ties.
Hyatt can be reached at 
hyattki@mnstate.edu.
Living Learning Communities are successful among freshmen
1506 Central Ave. NE
E. Grand Forks, MN
218.773.9997
517 Washington Ave.
Detroit Lakes, MN
218.847.1099
1825 Main Ave.
Moorhead, MN
218.233.3161
409 Main Ave. 
(located in the old Cheapo)
Moorhead, MN
218.287.1616  |  10am - 11pm
Off  Storewide!
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By LauralLee Loftsgard
Staff Writer
Right past the Fargo Theater on 
Broadway lays a new and trendy 
pizza eatery that has been causing 
quite a buzz. 
Spicy Pie, known for its New 
York style thin crust pizza, is 
actually very good. You can buy 
a whole pizza or by the slice for 
$2.25 for each extra topping, and 
if you order by the slice don’t be 
surprised by the size, it’s that big 
on purpose.
Even if pizza isn’t what you 
like, they also serve grinders (also 
known as sub sandwiches), tacos, 
Spicy Pie restaurant offers New York style pizza
tostadas, salads and a pretty big 
list of alcoholic drinks that’s un-
usual for a pizza eatery. 
If you’ve never been there be-
fore, it’s hard to figure out what 
to order because there’s really no 
menu besides the chalkboard on 
the wall. Even with their chalked 
list of items, it’s still hard to know 
exactly what everything is, but 
if you just want a slice of pizza, 
that’s pretty easy to figure out.
Right when you walk in, you 
get the feeling that you just 
walked into a downtown pizza 
place in the middle of New York 
with its brick walls and fun/laid- 
back feel. They have televisions 
all over the place, most showing 
sporting events and an area with 
couches where you can sit back 
and be comfy while enjoying 
yourself. Half of the entertain-
ment is watching the cooks throw 
the dough into the air as they 
make each pizza fresh right in 
front of you. 
So, if you’re looking for a fun 
and quick place to grab a bite to 
eat with your friends, this is a 
good place to check out. 
Loftsgard can be reached at 
loftsgla@mnstate.edu.
Chris Franz / Photo Editor
Randy Kalabza, who has worked for Spicy Pie since they opened, tops a pie 
with cheese before putting it in the oven.
By HOLLY LAVECCHIA
Copy Editor
For most, the words “Dragon 
Core” don’t automatically con-
jure visions of an uproariously 
enthusiastic classroom full of 
their peers, shouting, singing and 
producing a downright racket. 
But veterans of one class, History 
312, governments in crisis, say it 
is unlike any other found on cam-
pus. 
A semester in the class con-
sists of three Reacting to the Past 
games: Ancient Athens, 1500 
Ming China and the French Rev-
olution. Each is a role-playing 
scenario, developed with an eye 
for teaching students history first-
hand, by giving them the chance 
to participate in it. The respon-
sibility for their creation belongs 
to Dr. Mark Carnes, history pro-
fessor from Barnard University. 
There are now 30 games in vari-
ous stages of development.
Around the same time that 
Dragon Core was created, his-
tory professor Dr. Margaret San-
key said that she always enjoyed 
“what-if kinds of material,” found 
the work Carnes had done in the 
late 1990s. 
“It seemed that something 
like Reacting to the Past, which 
blends history and getting into 
major cultural works like Plato, 
Confucius, etc. with skills like 
speech, critical thinking, listening 
and applying them to real world 
politics would really fit well with 
ethical and civil responsibility in 
an exciting way,” Sankey said.
“The class is a gigantic role-
play where you are put into a situ-
ation in history that you know al-
most nothing about,” said Ashley 
St. Sauver, junior legal studies 
and history major. “You’re made 
to think from someone else’s per-
spective about how you would 
react to a situation. And then you 
just try to make a government 
function.”
Sankey’s “guinea pig class” 
took place in the summer of 2007 
and has become increasingly pop-
ular ever since.
“I had a friend who had taken it, 
and I kept hearing his conversa-
tions about the class, which were 
all ridiculously fascinating,” said 
Troy Olson, now a law student at 
St. Thomas University. 
Most students will agree that 
they took the class after be-
ing urged to by friends, and all 
will say that the experience was 
unique.
 “It’s a great experience be-
cause you’re in the shoes of these 
people,” said Andrew Boman, se-
nior social studies education and 
history major. “It makes you real-
ize how important beliefs are or 
how important just a single per-
son may be in a process.”
Often because the etiquette of 
the time was a bit more primal 
or nonexistent, governments and 
crisis often descends into chaos 
and can get a little gory. 
“Everything was going good 
for me in the French Revolu-
tion game and then my head got 
lopped off,” Boman said.
 “It really does get you to think 
about government,” St. Sauver 
said. “It gets you to think about 
government in a much wider 
scale, how outside events shape 
government, and how hard it is 
to get anything done just because 
opposing viewpoints can bring 
everything to a standstill.  So it 
does get you to think and it does 
get you to appreciate that our 
government functions at all.” 
As most of the classes San-
key teaches are primarily lecture 
classes, her role in governments 
in crisis is to give the students 
context for the situation and 
choose who will play who, and 
after that she is almost invisible. 
“She was really a coach, I sup-
pose,” St. Sauver said. “If we 
were going off topic or going in 
the wrong direction in history she 
would be like, ‘you have to think 
about it in this way,’ or ‘the his-
torical fact is that this happened.’ 
If a major event was happening, 
she was the one who would give 
it to you. She was kind of just 
the all-encompassing God of the 
class.”
“I am used to lecturing, so it is 
hard not to interfere, but I get an 
enormous kick out of watching 
students figure out what to do,” 
Sankey said. “I can warn them, 
but they really learn when they 
teach each other, or tempt the 
Spartans to turn up.”
As a course from DC 9, ethical 
and civic responsibility, the class 
is open to any students looking 
to fulfill that.  Though it will be 
more appealing for people inter-
ested in history or political sci-
ence, it is the poster-child for 
multi-disciplinary courses.
“The class covers a lot of ma-
jors on campus, you learn the his-
tory, you learn about the politi-
cal science, but for the theater or 
film students, you have a role that 
you’re playing,” Boman said. “If 
you’re nervous about speaking in 
front of people, it gives you an 
opportunity to get up there and 
practice that and hone that a little 
bit because we all know that ev-
ery opportunity to do that makes 
you better at it. It brings you into 
the research that you’re doing. 
Yes it’s historical research but 
research skills work everywhere. 
If you like writing, this is where 
you can explode in the classroom 
because you can take lead in your 
faction and take lead in writing 
the bills or whatever it is you’re 
proposing. It is a good core class 
to have available.”
As far as advice for future his-
torical characters, everyone says 
that as long as you put in the 
work, it will pay off.  
“My advice is if you talk to 
people who previously took the 
class, disregard everything they 
say,” Olson said.  “No two people 
even within the same class will 
have the same experience.”
Next semester Sankey is offer-
ing an advanced class for React-
ing veterans, POL 390 strategic 
games on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday, from 2:30 to 3:20 
p.m. The class will play four 
games, Henry VIII, London 1688, 
Kentucky 1861 and the Partition 
of India.
Lavecchia can be reached at 
laveccho@mnstate.edu
Experimental classes add vitality to Dragon Core 
Donate your plasma at Talecris Plasma Resources to help 
save the lives of patients worldwide and earn $50 today 
as a new donor.
Earn $50 today 
A valid  photo I.D. , proof of your current address and your 
Social Security or immigration card are required to donate.
800 Holiday Drive, Suite 140
Moorhead, MN 
(218) 287-2700 
www.talecrisplasma.com 
Monday and Saturday
8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday
6:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Friday 
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
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You’d think that with hurricanes, earthquakes and 
volcanoes causing disasters all the time, the human 
race would happily avoid doing anything that could 
possibly result in doom. However, the so-called “mad 
scientists” from comic books are now receiving public 
praise for their work. 
Mechanical monsters and plagues of science have 
long haunted the plotlines of video games, but why 
do we keep trying to build them in real life? There are 
lots of inventions that fit this description, but I will 
presently focus on nanobots. 
Nanobots are basically really little robots that take 
molecules apart and recombine them into something 
else. The popular doomsday scenario faced in video 
games is the feared arrival of uncontrollable, self-
replicating nanobots. Theoretically, it would be really 
hard to control nanobots because of their size. They 
could very easily start building copies of themselves 
out of everything. Eventually, the entire planet would 
be turned into nanobots.
The nanotech-apocalypse sounds like something 
to avoid. So why is it scientists continue trying to 
build these little machines of doom? Well, there are 
obvious benefits to creating a controlled version of 
nanobots. Medicine, engineering, chemistry, security 
and warfare would all change forever with the realiza-
tion of this technology. Imagine products that repair 
themselves if they break. I know I would be excited 
about a pencil that sharpened itself. On a larger scale, 
though, nanobots have the potential to cure diseases, 
heal injuries, or even assist in surgeries. They could 
also neutralize chemical weapons, or record data at 
a crime scene. Of course, nanobots would potentially 
be the most dangerous chemical weapon ever created. 
Someone might say even that is a good thing, because 
we’d be sending fewer soldiers into battle, right?
Historically speaking, every time you invent a 
weapon, it is only a matter of time until your enemy 
reverse-engineers it. Nanotech terrorism doesn’t sound 
like a fun thing to wake up to. Also, the implications of 
technology usually affect society in unforeseen ways. 
Cell phones were not meant to distract drivers with 
text messages. Facebook wasn’t meant to become an 
addicting replacement for social life. IPods were not 
built in order to distance people by putting them in 
their own, unshared, musical world. What kinds of 
social implications will nanotechnology have?
Perhaps nanotech engineers find my personal fears 
to be silly. Disaster is something people tend to get 
over-excited about. Remember Y2K, acid rain and 
the robot conquests that were supposed to destroy the 
earth ten years ago? If a year 2013 rolls around, I’m 
sure a lot of people are going to feel relieved, and a 
little silly. Even intelligent people believe in incorrect 
ideas at times.
Nanotechnology is a growing science, but should 
it be allowed to continue? I think nanotech is fine, as 
long as we stay away from self-replicating nanobots. 
But either way, I have bigger things to worry about, 
literally.
Alex Holmquist 
Columnist
Nano Doomsday
Wary of tiny killers?
 e-mail Holmquist at 
holmquisal@mnstate.edu
E-mail advocate@mnstate.edu with sample submissions. 
Columns should be between 300 and 500 words.
FEEL POPULAR
With November’s elections quickly approaching, vot-
ing decisions are weighing heavy on political minds. 
Many considerations should inform a vote, including 
stances on economics, abortion, taxes, gay marriage or 
alternative fuel sources.
However, an important part of voting is considering 
what you may lose. This year, North Dakota is losing a 
commanding voice in national government due to Sen. 
Byron Dorgan’s retirement. 
Not only do we lose his informed voice on the Senate 
floor, but we also will lose his valuable committee 
seats and institutional intelligence on issues like alter-
native energy and Indian affairs. Throughout his 40 
years of service, Dorgan has grown as a politician and 
continued to develop his voice for North Dakota.
With a new seat comes a lower rank for North Dakota. 
For such a small state, Dorgan gave us a big voice. The 
Senate is often based on experience and years on the 
job, meaning without Dorgan, North Dakota is missing 
a substantial voice. 
A lack of vocal cords in Congress could lead to less 
funding or fewer state allowances in a time when no 
state can really afford to make such sacrifices. 
In Minnesota, the gubernatorial candidates of each 
party has expressed their opinions on many issues, but 
have neglected higher education. Minnesota is dealing 
with budget cuts, as is the nation, and concern over 
tuition increases plays heavily into these cuts. 
The future of tuition rates at MSUM depends on who 
we as students elect as our leader. With a new leader 
comes new appropriations and new priorities. If certain 
parties get elected, funding could be cut. For example, 
Gov. Pawlenty denied MSUM funding for the ill-
equipped library last year. 
Students have the tough choice between chosing what’s 
right for them as students, and what’s right for them 
personally.
It’s proven that students who start voting early in col-
lege end up voting more in their future. Don’t leave the 
issues to someone else; someone more involved with 
politics, or more involved in the parties. You can make 
the change you want to see in your state on election 
day.
Students must keep in mind that each vote they cast 
has an underlying message. We may vote for less expe-
rience and a fresh face, but we could lose an important 
voice. We may vote fiscally conservative, but we could 
lose funding for student necessities. 
Many considerations are necessary to place an 
informed vote. But it’s important to recognize that even 
in these off-year elections, every vote counts. 
This November, 
considerations 
abound
The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not 
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body. 
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and any submissions. They should be typed 
and must include the writer’s name, signature, 
address, phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. 
Monday and can be sent to  
MSUM Box 130, 
dropped off in The Advocate office  
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
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Ross Peterson
Columnist
Imagine for a moment that you are driving 
through a school zone when suddenly a little 
girl chasing a ball appears out of nowhere. Not 
very astonishing, right? But now imagine that 
as you approach the child, she sinks into the 
pavement and is revealed to be nothing more 
than a very skillfully-done painting. This is 
what drivers in West Vancouver, Canada are 
encounting as of last Tuesday, Sept. 7.
According to Discover Magazine, the paint-
ing is designed to create a 3-D illusion of a 
playing child when the driver reaches a distance 
of 100 feet. This distance allows a car traveling 
at 18mph (recommended child zone speed) to 
come to a complete stop. At this point the driver 
can acknowledge that the child is not real and 
continue driving. 
After reading this news posting last week 
on Yahoo.com, I can’t help but recall the day 
when an 11-year-old boy was hit outside my 
apartment while running home from the school 
playground, June 2009. Despite natural concern 
for the child’s well-being, what disturbed me 
the most about this incident was the driver’s 
defense, she proclaimed that since school was 
out for the summer she should no longer 
have to worry about children darting about a 
playground. 
Although most people would probably not 
have such a thoughtless attitude towards such 
an accident, I can’t help but wonder if the pres-
ence of “Pavement Patty” and others like her 
might inadvertently make drivers complacent. 
Like the yellow road signs that are meant to 
alert drivers when they are entering a children 
populated zone, how long will it take for drivers 
to start ignoring the 3-D child? And worse yet, 
will child-involved accidents increase due to 
drivers mistaking real children for 3-D children 
ones? Heaven knows I can hear a assailant now 
“but officer there are so many fake children 
around; drivers can’t be expected to stop for 
everyone. How was I to know that this time the 
child was real?” It’s a thin, lame excuse but 
then it’s no thinner or lamer then the one given 
by the person who hit the 11-year-old that day 
in June. 
Despite the theory being sound and the 
reason being rather noble, I can’t help but 
think that the 3-D image would be better-suited 
representing actual road signs. This approach 
would eliminate the possibility of confusing 
real children with 3-D ones and reinforce 
the acknowledgement of already commonly 
recognized road signs.
Unfortunately it is too early to know exactly 
what the short and long-term effects are that 
“Pavement Patty” and her cohorts will impose 
the transportation world. All we can do is watch 
and wait and hope for the best. And in the case 
of possible bad outcomes hope that if the U.S. 
ever chooses to incorporate the idea, they put 
their hearts together in hopes of finding a safer 
way.
Hello Tara, this is Mac. 
We’ve been together now for almost a year 
now, since that traitorous old geezer PC up and 
dumped you. You have defended my reputation 
against your PC-allied friends, remarking that I 
am just what you need right now, and for that I am 
eternally grateful. As such, I feel, as the inanimate 
object you are closest to, that I must express my 
concern for your well-being. 
I’ve taken the liberty of making a time log of 
my use over the past seven days. During this time, 
your fingers have spent over 59 hours typing on 
my keys and 12.5 hours on the Wacom drawing 
tablet. 
I know you have a plethora of free time due to 
the unfortunate fact that you have yet to attain 
employment in Moorhead, but perhaps your time 
would be better spent amongst friends instead of 
reading manga online. Perhaps your life would 
be bettered if you took a walk outside instead of 
watching the latest subbed and/or dubbed anime 
episodes. Maybe you might find some sort of 
fulfillment in your day-to-day activities if you 
went to Kise with a group of your classmates 
instead of eating a bag of Ramen while typing out 
your next role play response. 
Now, I understand that you fully enjoy the time 
we spend together, and don’t get me wrong, so 
do I, but honestly you worry me sometimes. Did 
you know that you sometimes go almost ten full 
minutes without blinking when you’re watching 
anime? I even counted how long it took you to 
take a breath when you were watching a particu-
larly gripping episode of Bleach. 20 seconds. Your 
skin color is bordering on eggshell white from 
lack of ultra violet rays and your already terrible 
eyesight is worsening due to the late nights of 
straining at my screen. Also, I know your hand is 
cramping from all that time you spend drawing in 
Photoshop. Frankly, I’m a little concerned.  
Now, don’t think I’m attacking you with this 
letter. I know that you are making efforts to fix 
your lack of social life; you went to one of the 
colloquium events hosted by Tom Ray on the 
9th, and I know you also went to the Dragon Den 
comic club meeting after that. But what about next 
week? You have some tests to study for, some 
papers to write and some Tae-kwon-do moves to 
practice, but those are the only things I see written 
down on iCal. 
I know money is tight, but what about going to 
some of the events on campus that don’t cost any 
money?  Invite someone to the ROC for a game of 
pool, walk around downtown Fargo (its only 5.9 
miles away) and pick up applications or introduce 
a friend to the delicate cuisine of the affordable 
Spicy Pie pizza restaurant on Broadway. When 
you were online I noticed on the MSUM website 
Dragon Fest is happening on the 15th, 10:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m., so why not grace them with your presence? 
Please take my words to heart dear owner, 
college life has many facets. The school work 
is important, getting a job is important, making 
flashcards is important, but so is getting some 
fresh air once and a while. You are a dutiful 
student, but please, please, please, for the sake of 
my overheated interior, please step away from me 
for at least a few hours a day and go live your life! 
I’ll be here when you get back. 
Respectably concerned, your loyal Mac. 
Concernced letter
Tara Schueller
Columnist
It’s no secret that 3-D filming is taking Hollywood by storm; roughly 
every large-budget movie that has come out in the last year was filmed 
in 3-D, or reformatted in a terrible post-production process (we’re look-
ing at you, “Airbender”). Surely 3-D is the way of the future; it gives 
a chance for movies to have an extra touch of “O.M.G.” when used 
appropriately with CGI. Yet there is a small detail that goes unnoticed, 
the fact that making a film 3-D does absolutely nothing to improve the 
actual film.
This fad is a wreck. A garbage disposal. An enormous pile of 
three-dimensional crap. Why the masses are bouncing off the walls 
when a movie releases in 3-D is baffling. The film that brought it back 
to mainstream audiences was Avatar; note that James Cameron didn’t 
invent it. I watched “Avatar” in 2-D, and although satisfied with this 
rendition of “Pocahontas” with blue people, I couldn’t help but think 
that I saved a good $5 of my hard-earned money by not paying for 
the stupid glasses, because 3-D would’ve added absolutely positively 
nothing. Cameron insists on 3-D so much that he is releasing “Avatar” 
in theatres again, and there are even rumors that “Titanic” will be 
reformatted, because you can NEVER have too much money.
I saved more money by refusing to watch “The Last Airbender,” and 
I’m glad I did. The film crew thought it was a phenomenal idea to film 
scenes in low light. Combine dim-lighted (and dim-witted) scenes with 
a post-production formatting into 3-D, and you have a messy, grainy 
and impossible to see film.
However, the only thing worse than a movie reformatted into 3-D in 
post-production rather than simply filming it in 3-D from the start is 
shooting a film in 3-D that doesn’t require it at all. “Toy Story 3”, the 
tear-jerking, brilliantly done final installment of the childhood series by 
Pixar, only had one thankfully-none fatal flaw; it was filmed in 3-D. 
Surely Pixar can think of a way to utilize this technology in a positive 
way. Unfortunately, only a small amount of flair and a screaming 
monkey was all that came from this technique. It’s already an impres-
sive film using state-of-the-art animation, so there’s no reason to release 
this movie in multiple formats, unless they want more money, which 
studios always want.
Thankfully, there is a dark knight in the industry (Get it? Get it?). 
Christopher Nolan, who tried filming “Inception” using stereoscopic 
technology, gave up. “I’m not a huge fan. On a technical level, it’s 
fascinating, but on an experiential level, I find the dimness of the 
image extremely alienating,” he told reporters. Roger Ebert wrote in 
Newsweek, stating that it is a “Waste of a dimension,” “Adds nothing 
to the experience,” and “Causes nothing but nausea and headaches.”
My favorite movie of all-time is Steven Spielberg’s “A.I. Artificial 
Intelligence,” a sci-fi drama with phenomenal visuals. Spielberg can 
have all of my money the day it comes out on Blu-Ray, but I will 
absolutely utterly refuse to watch it in 3-D, period. That’s what I have 
to say about this terrible fad that filmmakers actually believe is doing 
something to enhance the quality of their already lousy movies.
Storm Greenman
Columnist
3-Don ’t
Have a concerned computer?
 e-mail Shueller at
 schuelleta@mnstate.edu
Pavement Patty
Not liking the idea?
 e-mail Greenman at 
greenmanst@mnstate.edu
Hate the red and blue?
 e-mail Peterson at 
petersonro@mnstate.edu
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John Hoeven
Republican Candidate
K-12: Supports salary increase for 
teachers, innovative scholarships.
Budget/Economy: His goal is 
to exceed the national average in 
personal income within a decade.
Same-sex Marriage: No civil 
unions and will restrict marriages to 
one-man-one-woman.
Job Creation: Free the 
economy from unnecessary 
regulations, lowering energy costs 
and encouraging entrepreneurial 
investment. 
Health Care: Opposes the health 
care bill and will allow insurance 
companies to offer plans across 
state lines, crack down on Medicaid 
and Medicare fraud, reduce or 
eliminate denial of coverage due to 
pre-existing conditions, and include 
transparency of medical pricing.
Energy Policy: Will provide 
incentives to companies wanting 
to reduce emissions, and promotes 
aggressive development of wind 
energy resources.
Abortion Rights: Abortion 
only for incest, rape, or maternal 
life.
Immigration: Federal 
governments should deal with 
criminal repatriation, share 
immigration costs between state and 
federal governments. 
Keith Hanson
Libertarian Candidate
K-12: Wants to abolish the Federal 
Department of Education and leave 
educational decisions to the states.
Budget/Economy: Promotes 
removing the government from 
interfering in lawful economic 
affairs of people and businesses.
Same-sex Marriage: No 
opinion provided.
Job Creation: No opinion 
provided.
Health Care: Repeal health care 
law, saying the Federal government 
has no Constitutional authority to be 
in the health care business.
Energy Policy: Promotes 
removing regulations that drive of 
the costs of energy production.
Abortion Rights: No opinion 
provided.
Immigration: Promotes making 
it easier for people to enter the 
United States.
Earl Pomeroy
Democratic Candidate
K-12: Voted yes on a bill to 
lower interest rates on student 
loans.
Budget/Economy: Supports 
fiscal responsibility.
Same-sex Marriage: No 
opinion provided.
Job Creation: Supports 
harnessing local resources to 
provide jobs for North Dakotans.
Health Care: Strengthen 
Medicare benefits for seniors, 
reform health care to force 
insurance companies to stop their 
most unfair practices, save rural 
N.D. hospitals from closing.
Energy Policy: Supports 
benefits to promote state wind, 
ethanol and biodiesel industries.
Abortion Rights: No opinion 
provided.
Immigration: No opinion 
provided.
Tracy Potter
Democratic Candidate
K-12: Voted yes on a bill that 
would prohibit the state board of 
higher education from increasing 
N.D. tuition. Voted yes to a bill 
to award educational grants for 
residents attending N.D. schools.
Budget/Economy: Promotes 
reduction in property taxes 
including renters, remove sales 
tax from clothing, credits for 
alternative energy development. 
Same-sex Marriage: No 
public opinion. Voted yes on a bill 
that added sexual orientation to 
the list of characteristics in which 
discrimination is prohibited in 
respect to employment. 
Job Creation: Supports 
monetary and tax policy that 
stimulates renewable energy 
development. Supports equalized 
payroll tax to lower it for N.D. 
employers and 94 percent of its 
employees.
Health Care: Health care is a 
human right. Supports the freedom 
to choose one’s own doctors.
Energy Policy: Supports 
domestic production and tax 
credit for ethanol and wind-energy 
generation and conservation and 
want to develop an in-state oil 
refinery.
Abortion Rights: Voted no to 
an abortion ban making it a Class C 
Felony for performing an abortion 
unless it will save a pregnant 
woman’s life or if the pregnancy is 
due to incest or rape.
Immigration: No public 
opinion.
Rick Berg
Republican Candidate
K-12: No opinion provided.
Budget/Economy: Opposed 
raising federal income taxes, 
wants to lower tax burdens on 
families and small businesses, 
eliminate the permanent repeal of 
the Death Tax, and supports the 
Balanced Budget Amendment.
Same-sex Marriage: 
Marriage only between one man 
and one woman.
Job Creation: Supports small 
business.
Health Care: Opposes health 
care ban, wants regulatory reform, 
increasing fraud enforcement, 
lowering of medical costs.
Energy Policy: Supports 
horizontal oil drilling under 
Theodore Roosevelt National 
Park, tapping into N.D.’s reserves 
of coal, oil and renewable energy.
Abortion Rights: Anti-
abortion.
Immigration: Supports 
securing borders from illegal 
immigrants, terrorists and drug 
traffickers, and giving businesses 
tools to  verify citizenship.
Tom Horner 
Independent 
K-12: Will pay teachers’ salaries 
comparative to private sectors, 
excluding those who aren’t 
teaching up to standards. 
Budget/Economy: Will 
reduce government spending and 
only pay for the programs that have 
demonstrated success. 
Same-sex Marriage: Supports.
Job Creation: Aims to create an 
environment for success by giving 
every Minn. student the opportunity 
to succeed in post-high school 
education, including college and 
job training; eliminate unnecessary 
regulations; and creating smart tax 
and investment policies, assuring 
that Minnesota continues to attract 
the entrepreneurs.
Health Care: Will focus on 
preventative care and pay for 
outcomes, not procedures. Supports 
public health care reform.
Energy Policy: Will make 
policy fair for both rural and urban 
communities. 
Abortion Rights: Will work to 
reduce abortions.
Immigration: Opposes 
“Arizona-style” immigration reform.
Tom Emmer
Republican Candidate
K-12: Supports fast-track and 
traditional licensure coupled with 
incentive pay.
Budget/Economy: Will move 
towards sale taxes and away from 
income taxes.
Same-sex marriage: 
Supports traditional marriage.
Job Creation: Will strengthen 
the  economy through business 
retention, relocation, and 
development in the private sector. 
Will help create jobs by supporting 
tax incentives, streamlining 
permitting and reducing mandates.
Health Care: Supports giving 
tax deductions so people can buy 
their own, eliminating mandates, 
and allowing people to buy 
products across state lines.
Energy Policy: Opposes 
government mandates on levels 
on green energy businesses must 
have.
Abortion Rights: Anti-
abortion
Immigration: Supports 
“Arizona-style” crackdown on 
immigration in Minnesota.
Mark Dayton
Democratic Candidate
K-12: Desires to increase 
public school teachers’ salaries, 
decrease class sizes, institute all-
day kindergarten, cut tuition for 
colleges and redesign testing.
Budget/Economy: Supports 
taxation of the wealthiest 10 
percent of Minnesotans.
Same-sex marriage: Fully 
supports it.
Job Creation:  Aims to pass 
“jobs now” bonding bill and 
stimulus package. Will invest 
in energy saving and alternative 
energy retrofits of every public 
building in Minnesota, increase 
state tourism advertising and 
promotion, grow Minnesota small 
business through micro-lending, 
streamline business regulation.
Health Care: Plans to push for 
a government-run model, but give 
enough time for the transition.
Energy Policy: Will develop 
incentives to bring green energy 
to Minnesota.
Abortion Rights: Supports 
abortion rights.
Immigration: Supports bills 
formed to lead undocumented 
workers into becoming citizens.
North Dakota
Senate
Minnesota Governor
North Dakota Congress
Decision 2010
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There are many ways to get 
involved on campus.  One of these 
ways is to join a campus committee. 
JoDee Anderson, the Assistant 
Director of Leadership and 
Organizations at MSUM, said that 
joining a committee will build a 
stronger connection to the university 
and that it is a great way to learn 
more about MSUM. 
A variety of opportunities are 
available for students to consider. 
One branch of committees is 
Student Affairs.  These include 
student organizations, the bookstore 
and other committees concerning 
student life.  
Another branch is the university 
committees.  These are mainly about 
academic areas such as academic 
appeals, the honors program and the 
academic calendar.  
Programatic committees are also 
Join and build connections
BY CRYSTAL SMITH
Staff Writer
Smith can be reached at
smithcr@mnstate.edu
options.  These include committees 
such as women’s studies and teacher 
preparations.  They are established 
through institutional processes.  
If you are interested in joining a 
campus committee, the process for 
involvement is fairly simple.  First, 
one must contact Student Senate, and 
the easiest way to directly do this is 
to visit the Student Senate website at 
www.mnstate.edu/stusen, click on 
the icon “University Committee,” 
and fill out an application in order 
to be appointed.  
Anderson also mentioned that 
each committee has a different 
commitment level and so students 
with various time availabilities 
can find a committee that will fit 
accordingly to that availability. 
“There is something for everyone!” 
she said. 
Bickweg can be reached at
brickwegbr@mnstate.edu
The Moorhead Police Department 
and Public Safety have come 
together to address community 
concerns in regards to drinking.
These two groups are trying to 
positively impact the quality of 
life for the residents around the 
universities.  Through this concern, 
the city of Moorhead has issued 
what is called the Social Host 
Liability Ordinance.
The Social Host Liability 
Ordinance came about this summer. 
The ordinance explains that a host 
has reasonable expectation that he 
or she knows people underage are 
drinking alcohol at his or her place. 
If someone is going to hold a party 
and there are a number of people 
underage with access to alcohol, the 
Moorhead Police, Public Safety crack down to keep students safe
BY BRIANNA BRICKWEG
Staff Writer
host is not being responsible and is 
socially hosting this violation. 
“The reason why alcohol is tied 
into all this is because it releases 
inhibitions and sometimes leads to 
poor judgment, certainly alters your 
thinking and could potentially put 
you into a situation where you are 
not fully aware,” said Lieutenant 
Tory Jacobson of the Moorhead 
Police Department, “We feel it is 
our responsibility to address this 
from the angle law enforcement is 
expected to.”
When a host is charged with this 
violation, he or she has to go to 
court and can face 60-90 days in 
jail and a fine anywhere between 
$700-$1,000. This ordnance applies 
to on- and off-campus residences.
Warnings are not issued in cases 
of these violations or underage 
drinking. This is done to send the 
message that misbehavior through 
alcohol is not tolerated.
“The blind eye that used to be 
there, the acceptance that in college 
this is just want takes place and is 
acceptable and maybe even a rite of 
passage. That has kind of changed,” 
Jacobson said.
Over $15,000 has been provided 
by the community, Moorhead 
Police Department and Public 
Safety, $5,000 coming from Public 
Safety, to fund overtime for officers 
to continue patrol on and around 
campus on bikes and in unmarked 
cars. These officers are out to target 
underage drinking throughout the 
school year. 
“We’re not trying to undercoverly 
sneak up on these violations. We’re 
actually just going to openly 
advertise that we’re going to be 
looking for them and enforcing 
them and asking that everybody 
thinks about it (hosting these parties) 
in advance,” Jacobson said.
Some of the money from the 
police department is coming from 
the DUI forfeiture fund, which is 
money obtained by the state from 
DUI offenders. For instance, when 
someone is a repeat offender the 
police can seize the offender’s car, 
which is sold at auctions. Then this 
money goes into the DUI forfeiture 
fund.
Public Safety has always 
welcomed the Moorhead Police 
Department on campus to patrol 
and officers are encouraged to stop 
and get to know the students.
“We work very well with them,” 
said Mitch Osland, the Public Safety 
director, “They are extra ears and 
eyes for us to help provide a safe 
campus.”
The Moorhead Police Department 
and Public Safety both stress that 
their main concern is the safety of 
students and continuing to influence 
educated decisions among the 
student community.
“You think about the dangers 
of binge drinking and excessive 
alcohol consumption, whether 
it’s deaths, sexual assaults or the 
bad decisions people make,” said 
Osland, “We’re trying prevent and 
reduce those types of behaviors.
We understand students are going 
to drink but hopefully they do it 
legally and hopefully they have 
some restraint in the amount of the 
alcohol to prevent some of these 
issues.”
Melissa Muehlbauer / The Advocate
Ben Green / The Advocate
EMCats, a local business that sells electric bikes and their components, set up under a tent on Main Avenue in Fargo.
Local business sets up shop outside their downtown location
Constitution Day speaker Richard Henderson visits MSUM
In honor of Constitution Day, Richard Henderson, assistant federal public defender, speaks in the Comstock 
Memorial Union about constitutional rights in the real world.
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Blending old-school 
Midwestern emo sensibilities 
with the grizzled drive of No 
Idea Records style punk rock, 
Chicago’s Castevet stylistically 
find their way forward by 
looking back to the past on 
“The Echo And The Light.” 
Following up their 2009 
debut “Summer Fences,” the 
band has delivered to us more 
fist-pumping anthems played 
with unfiltered passion and 
sincerity that harken back to an 
era even they are probably too 
young to remember firsthand. 
Miles away from the bright 
neon nightmare that modern 
“emo” has bewilderingly 
mutilated itself into over the 
past decade, this sophomore 
LP is refreshing both for its 
honesty and urgency.  
Guitarist Nick Wakim and 
bassist Ron Petzke trade off 
on vocals, excitedly barking 
and shouting over incredibly 
intricate instrumentation. Bass 
lines bounce over propulsive 
percussion and beneath 
shimmering guitars in a way 
that borrows liberally from 
defunct Chicago legends 
like Cap’n Jazz, but with 
dramatically more aggression 
in the vein of Hot Water Music. 
While there is often a fine line 
between tribute and plagiarism, 
Castevet stays on the lawful 
side of copyright infringement 
while securing an identity of 
their own; they aren’t entirely 
original, but few bands have 
chosen to mix the influences 
they have and come up with 
something this inadvertently 
unique. 
Beyond a solid blend of 
familiar sounds, what makes 
this record work is the band’s 
ability to be as unabashedly 
catchy as they are technically 
proficient. While there’s no 
shortage of flashy guitars 
and contorting rhythms here 
(download “Six Parts Summer” 
or “Narrow Hallways” for 
proof), they know when to 
repeat a strong vocal hook, 
which they do effectively on 
“Midwest Values.” There is 
an inspiring sense of youthful 
energy here that holds up 
well on repeated listens, and 
its hard not to envision these 
jams being even better played 
in a packed basement show, 
screaming along soaked in 
sweat and cheap beer. 
 With eight tracks clocking 
in at about half an hour, “The 
Echo And The Light” makes for 
a brisk yet gripping listen, and 
anyone with at least a passing 
interest in punk could do worse 
than to give it a shot. While 
this record is unlikely to garner 
much mainstream attention (the 
vinyl version is limited to 500 
copies on upstart indie label 
Tiny Engines), given the right 
push through the underground 
blogosphere, Castevet could be 
poised for greater things down 
the road. Should that happen, 
you can say you knew them 
back when.  
George Clooney has played a 
U.S. soldier in “Three Kings,” 
a liberated post-civil war 
prisoner in “O Brother Where 
Art Thou?,” and a football 
player in “Leatherheads.” He’s 
even been Batman. With a 
resume that reads like a list of 
true American heroes, it’s no 
wonder Clooney was chosen 
as the leading man in “The 
American,” a new film by 
Dutch director Anton Corbijn, 
based on the novel “A Very 
Private Gentleman.”
Clooney may have heritage 
qualities that liken him to an 
apple pie, but Corbijn is from 
the land of dikes and tulips. 
Corbijn has made a number 
of music videos for bands 
including U2, Metallica and 
Coldplay. His first feature 
was “Control,” a low budget 
indie biopic about the life of 
Joy Division lead singer Ian 
Curtis. “The American” is his 
sophomore effort.
“The American” opens with 
Jack (Clooney) in the bed with 
a Swedish woman whose name 
is never revealed. Several shots 
later, they head out for a stroll 
on a frozen lake when trouble 
strikes in the form of a pair of 
deadly assassins. Jack manages 
to kill the pair, but his Swedish 
lover dies in the conflict.
Jack meets with his boss who 
informs him that he’s to be 
relocated to Castel Del Monte 
in Italy. Once there Jack, now 
codenamed Edward, is tasked 
with building a gun for another 
assassin. Jack sets out to 
construct this weapon.
While in hiding, Jack 
encounters and befriends 
both a prostitute named Clara 
(Violante Placido) and a priest 
named Father Benedetto (Paolo 
Bonacelli).  Despite his best 
efforts to find solitude, he 
eventually becomes a part of 
the village.
From the outset, it seems like 
“The American” is going to be 
a typical run and gun action 
movie in the same vein as the 
“Bourne Identity” films. This 
is not the case. After the brief 
action in the beginning, the 
film segues nicely to a mellow 
meditation in an Italian village. 
The action steadily rises as 
the film comes to its climax, 
which leads to an excellent 
level of suspense and a real 
appreciation for the film’s 
wonderful locations. 
The film sets itself apart 
from the Hollywood crowd by 
showing a lot more skin. The 
sex scenes between Placido 
and Clooney are drawn out 
far longer than is the norm in 
Hollywood, giving the film a 
decidedly more exotic feel. 
Clooney is fantastic. His 
ability is definitely more 
downplayed than what he’s 
capable of, and the script 
doesn’t have any extreme 
tests of his limits, but his 
subtlety works wonderfully. He 
outshines the rest of the cast. 
There are parts of the film 
that didn’t  work, however. 
Clooney’s character has a 
fascination with butterflies that 
is never fully explained. He is 
referred to as Mr. Butterfly, 
and he reads books about the 
insect, but the connection is not 
made obvious.  
Also,  the f i lm’s 
cinematography is rather dull. 
The village is presented far too 
simply, and the colors never 
really pop. The film’s look 
leaves something to be desired.
That being said,“The 
American” is a wonderful 
meditation and a suspenseful 
romp  at the same time. It’s got 
a classic film flavor that makes 
it a really fun ride, though 
there might not be enough dips 
on this roller coaster for most 
audiences. It’s a good film 
that could have easily been an 
excellent film.
Ertl can be reached at 
ertlgr@mnstate.edu
BY GRANT ERTL
Staff Writer
“The American” is not your typical action film
Sailer can be reached at 
sailerbe@mnstate.edu
Band Castevet delivers a catchy album with promising potential
BY BEN SAILER
Staff Writer
submitted photo
submitted photo
BAND: Castevet 
ALBUM: The Echo And The 
Light 
LABEL: Tiny Engines 
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Perhaps no other film has 
a trailer that so accurately 
represents it than “Machete.” 
As the now iconic original 
(fake) trailer said, “He knows 
the score, he gets the women 
and he kills the bad guys.” 
And that’s exactly how the film 
goes down.  Robert Rodriguez 
has always enjoyed making 
bloody action films (from 
“Desperado” to “Sin City”), 
and while this isn’t his best 
one, it certainly is his zaniest. 
If you are one of the many that 
has waited and prayed for this 
film since “Grindhouse,” you 
will not be disappointed.
Machete is a Mexican 
Federale, forced to flee to 
Texas after his wife is killed 
by evil drug baron Torrez. 
He is framed for a political 
assassination attempt and 
must join forces with a Latina 
Immigration officer and a 
revolutionary movement called 
“The Network” to take down 
the corrupt Texan senator and 
his border vigilantes.  Heads are 
beheaded, intestines are used 
to belay down buildings and 
corkscrews and lawnmowers 
are used as deadly weapons. 
“Machete” is out for vengeance, 
and the film does not skimp on 
the blood.
Danny Trejo, a bit-part actor 
you almost certainly have seen 
somewhere (most famously in 
“Desperado” and “Spy Kids”), 
plays the title role, and he 
certainly was born for it.  With 
his craggy face and effortlessly 
tough-guy attitude, he’s a 
Mexican Charles Bronson: 
the ultimate badass out for 
vengeance with nothing to lose. 
Ever since Rodriguez told him 
about the character back in 
1994, Trejo’s been begging to 
play him, and he knocks it out 
of the park.
But casting a character actor 
in the lead role is far from 
the strangest casting in this 
film.  Not only does Robert 
DeNiro show up as a corrupt 
senator, Lindsay Lohan walks 
around playing a drugged 
out socialite (not much of a 
stretch for Lohan) and Steven 
Segal (yes, Steven Segal) plays 
the nefarious villain, Torrez. 
Jessica Alba and Michelle 
Rodriguez also star as a hot 
immigration officer and a hot 
revolutionary leader – emphasis 
on “hot.” Jeff Fahey is great as 
the senator’s nasty assistant, 
and Cheech Marin rocks as 
Machete’s shotgun-toting 
priest brother.  Rodriguez has 
gathered his most eclectic cast 
ever in this film, and it only 
adds to the absurd fun of this 
film.
Even more so than “Planet 
Terror,” “Machete” feels 
like a real exploitation 
(or as Rodriguez puts it, a 
“Mexploitation”) film, with 
innumerous plot twists, hammy 
acting and a blunt political 
message.  The cinematography 
and editing aren’t as creative 
or interesting as in “Planet 
Terror” – this plays fast and 
loose which, while fitting 
the genre more, makes for a 
less artistically interesting 
film.  But as a ridiculously 
fun ride, “Machete” succeeds 
wonderfully.  
BY CONOR HOLT
Staff Writer
Rodgriguez’ film “Machete” is bloody, messy and fun
Holt can be reached at
holtco@mnstate.edu
submitted photo
The stand-up comedy scene 
in Fargo-Moorhead has thrived 
in the past year. The rising 
interest for stand-up comedy is 
due, in part, to the collaboration 
of a group of dedicated comics. 
These comedians have helped 
bring open mic opportunities to 
those interested in performing 
and watching stand-up. The 
comics at the center of this 
newfound interest are: J.D. 
Provorse, Adam Quesnell, Will 
SpottedBear and Nick Wieme. 
It was a little over a year ago 
when these comedians first 
met in the only venue town 
with an open mic opportunity, 
Courtney’s Comedy Club.
“It was the 2009-2010 season 
where everything just clicked 
(at Courtney’s Comedy Club) 
and we had this new crop of 
people showing up,” Provorse 
said, “And in September of 
2009, when the open mic 
season began, is when the ball 
really started to get rolling. 
And that’s where the branching 
out from Courtney’s started.”  
Provorse ventured into 
comedy in February of 2008 
at Courtney’s Comedy Club. 
Since then he has done a 
comedy tour in nine states in 
the Midwest and has recently 
taken up the position of house 
master of ceremonies for 
Courtney’s Comedy Club.
As important as the stage 
time was at Courtney’s, it 
carried one heavy drawback: 
open mics were only available 
twice a month. This lack of 
availability imposed problems 
on the comics who wanted to 
take stand-up seriously. 
“The first thing you want 
to do after a crappy set is to 
immediately go and do another 
set,” Quesnell said.
Quesnell, an MSUM alumni, 
speaks of the ills that are on all 
comics’ minds when a show 
doesn’t go their way. 
“If it’s a bad set; it’s your 
fault,” he said. “You can’t beat 
yourself up about it, you’ve 
just got do it more.” 
Quesnell has taken advantage 
of any open stage time and 
was a finalist in the 2010 Rick 
Bronson’s House of Comedy’s 
“Funniest Person with a 
Day Job,” competition in 
Minneapolis. Taking part in the 
open mics at Courtney’s was 
not enough for the comedians 
in Fargo-Moorhead, so it was 
essential to find another place 
for them to hone in on their 
craft.
The guys behind the creation 
of two open mic venues 
were MSUM senior Nick 
Wieme and Fargo resident 
Will SpottedBear. Wieme 
coordinated an open mic 
night at Babb’s Coffeehouse 
in the spring of 2010, which 
was scheduled on the day that 
Courtney’s wouldn’t hold an 
open mic night. 
“We started getting Babb’s 
open every other week, and 
that’s really cool because that 
really brings out people who 
have never done it before,” 
Wieme said. 
Wieme began his comedy 
career as a freshman at MSUM, 
where a few open mics were 
held.  During a Babb’s showcase, 
open mic participants would 
get five minutes of stage time. 
It then lead up to the headliner, 
who received 15 minutes of 
stage time. Babb’s, alongside 
Courtney’s, created the chance 
for comics to get five minutes 
every week, as opposed to five 
minutes twice a month.
However, Babb’s had to take 
a hiatus for the summer, and 
Courtney’s Comedy Club was 
soon closing for the summer 
season. Comics had to find 
another venue for open mic 
opportunities.
SpottedBear spoke with the 
Red Raven Espresso Parlor 
about the possibility of starting 
up a comedy-open mic night. 
“During the summer, I talked 
to the guys there.” he said. 
“And the Red Raven is really 
supportive of local talent and 
they agreed to do it for free 
and hook everybody up. And 
so far, the venue has been very 
good. Better than we honestly 
thought.” 
During the open mics this 
past summer, it was reported 
that some evenings there were 
nearly 70 people in attendance 
during an open mic show. 
The hard work of everyone 
involved with the Red Raven 
open mic night payed off. Their 
show was recently featured 
in High Plains Reader’s 
“Best Bets of the Week.” 
SpottedBear himself benefitted 
from weekly open mic, and 
made it as a finalist in the 2010 
Acme Comedy Club contest in 
Minneapolis. Every comic who 
has taken part in an open mic 
understands the importance 
of taking advantage of every 
opportunity available.
“The best advice I’ve ever 
gotten, and the best advice I 
can pass on is, ‘just keep doing 
it.’  Don’t skip the open mic 
because you had a crummy day 
at work, or if your girlfriend 
dumped you.  If there’s stage 
time, you do it,” Provorse said. 
Quesnell himself stresses 
that, for a comic to do their 
best, they must take in as much 
comedy as possible. “What 
inspires me to write new jokes 
is listening to people talking on 
podcasts about comedy. And it 
makes me feel lazy and crappy 
about myself, and it makes 
me feel like I’m not doing 
anything. So I have to do more 
than what I’m doing now.”
Being pro-active and taking 
advantage of as many open 
mic opportunities that are 
available to local comics is 
the best way for them to gain 
more experience. What makes 
stand-up comedy special in 
Fargo-Moorhead is that all the 
comics are relatively new to it 
all. Provorse, who’s been doing 
stand-up longer than his peers, 
still considers himself a novice. 
“People come to me and 
need advice and some of the 
new guys who’ve done open 
mics come up to me, and that 
just blows my mind,” Provorse 
said. “My initial reaction is, 
‘Guys, I’m still figuring this 
out myself.  I have no idea how 
this worked and why it didn’t.’ 
I’m still trying to solve that 
one.”
Lehman can be reached at 
lehmanaa@mnstate.edu
Local comics make open mic nights a reality
BY AARON LEHMAN
Staff Writer
Red Raven open mic: Every 
Tuesday evening at 9 p.m.
Courtney’s Comedy Club 
open mic: 7 p.m. every first 
and third Thursday of the 
month
For more information on 
the comics featured in this 
article, go to:
J.D. Provorse- facebook.
com/jdprovorse
Adam Quesnell- facebook.
com/adam.quesnell and 
twitter.com/faqrulesyou
Will SpottedBear- littlebil-
lyspottedbear.com
Nick Wieme- youtube.com/
nickwieme
Line up
Thursday, Sept. 16, 2010Page 12, The Advocate A&E
COSMETOLOGY   |   ESTHETICS   |  NAIL TECHNOLOGY   |   MASSAGE THERAPY
Menu of services
Haircut $11
Color $25
Highlights $35
Manicure $15
Pedicure $21
Facial Treatment $20
All services performed by supervised students.
Above starting prices above may vary according 
to student level.
DAY & eveninG 
courses AvAiLABLe
Financial aid available for students who qualify.
Admissions 
701.478.1772 x104
Appointments 
701.451.9100
www.tspaFargo.com
Just shy of a decade ago, 
video game developer Bungie 
released the first “Halo” game 
on the Microsoft Xbox. This was 
the beginning of a franchise that 
has since become synonymous 
with Microsoft’s game console.
 This week Bungie released 
its final contribution to the 
Halo universe, “Halo: Reach,” 
which is a prequel to the 
events of the main Halo series.
 For those who don’t know a 
young adult-male ranging from 
18 to 25 years old, or have 
no interest in “those shootin’ 
games,” the story of the Halo 
franchise revolves around 
humanity’s ongoing war with an 
alien race called the Covenant, 
and the exploits of the armor 
enhanced super soldier “Master 
Chief,” a “Spartan” soldier 
capable of superhuman feats.
The story in “Halo Reach” 
is a dark tale about the fate 
of the planet Reach, a planet 
where most of humanity’s 
military is stationed. 
The player fights through a 
campaign that chronicles the 
surprise invasion of Reach by 
the Covenant. The story of 
Reach is recognizable to almost 
any major fan of the Halo series, 
and this game gives a look 
at the catastrophe on a more 
personal level, following the 
exploits of a squad of Spartan 
soldiers named Noble Team.
Reach is definitely more 
character-driven than previous 
installments of the Halo series, 
and while it is nice to see a 
few faces under the helmets 
this time around, Bungie’s 
efforts still seem to fall flat. 
The players take control 
of Noble 6, the unnamed 
“new guy” of Noble Team. 
While the protagonist 
remains faceless, the other 
members of the Noble Team 
receive their fair share of 
screen time, but not enough 
to the point where the player 
will connect with them. For the 
most part, players will become 
familiarized with their accents 
and weapons of choice. That’s 
really where the depth stops.
Despite the straightforward 
story and the solid attempts 
made at character progression, 
Bungie’s single player 
campaign experience is a stellar 
experience. With missions that 
range from wide-open battles 
in vast outdoor regions, to tense 
firefights in cramped interior 
sections, Bungie applies its 
decade of first-person shooter 
experience and has produced 
another solid set of levels 
to blast your way through.
Bungie has gone back to 
basics with Reach in terms 
of game-play. Players are 
no longer able to wield two 
guns simultaneously. Health 
packs make a return, which, 
love them or hate them, can 
make for some tense moments 
when you find yourself needing 
one when none are in sight.
One major addition to the 
game-play, and the one that 
will be heavily discussed 
among the Halo devout, 
is the addition of “armor 
abilities” that allow the player 
to choose a specific ability 
ranging from a fast sprint to 
jet packs for aerial maneuvers. 
While not highlighted in the 
single player campaign to any 
major degree, online multi-
player fans will find unique 
ways to utilize these new skills.
Bungie should be commended 
for breaking up the monotony 
with some vehicular combat 
set pieces that really show the 
scope and muscle of Bungie’s 
vision and execution. A 
particular highlight includes an 
aerial firefight over a bleakly 
lit cityscape, going from air 
battles, to landing on a sky
scraper and bringing the fight 
indoors, and back out again. 
Bungie even takes Halo to 
the stars and flight simulator 
territory for the first time, with 
a level that will inevitably draw 
comparisons to Nintendo’s 
“Star Fox” series. To Bungie’s 
credit, the button layout and 
flight mechanics are absolutely 
natural and beginners should be 
flying high with little difficulty.
Without spoiling it, “Halo: 
Reach” has arguably the best 
ending in the series thus far 
(viewed within the context 
of being a Halo game), from 
both a storyline standpoint, 
and most definitely from 
a game-play standpoint. 
Control is given back to the 
player at a critical moment 
near the end, which punctuates 
the story of the game and 
involves the player using 
the game-play itself, and not 
a cinematic ending movie.
If you’re unfamiliar 
with the Halo universe, the 
ending, as well as the story, 
will lose a significant amount 
of impact and interest. 
Much of the narrative is 
delivered without proper 
context, and enjoyment and 
understanding hinges upon the 
player’s prior knowledge of 
the mythos. This is Bungie’s 
final Halo game, and they are 
delivering it for Halo fans first.
Despite the glowing 
ending, it should be noted, 
the single player campaign 
will take most players only 
six to eight hours of playing. 
While there are some 
fantastic vehicle sections to 
mix it up, the shooting does 
drag on at times, with a story 
that seems to go nowhere in the 
earlier sections of the game.
If you’re a fan of Halo, 
chances are you already know if 
you’re going to spend your $60 
on this game, and as far as Halo 
games go, this one deserves it 
just as much as the others with 
campaign game-play and level 
design that goes toe-to-toe with 
the main numbered Halo series. 
If you have little knowledge 
of the overarching series 
narrative and aren’t into online 
multi-player, don’t drop your 
hard-earned money on this 
one. The campaign is short 
enough to beat while renting 
the game over a weekend. 
Halo Reach holds signifigance for fans, lacks for others
BY MATTHEW BECKMAN
Multimedia Editor
Beckman can be reached 
at beckmanma@mnstate.edu
submitted photo
Thursday, Sept. 16, 2010 Page 13, The AdvocateA&E
   Daniel Nygard’s house 
is scattered with media of all 
varieties. His quaint home 
in south Minneapolis boasts 
hundreds of records, CDs, 
video games and DVDs. His 
enthusiasm for entertainment 
culminates in the fact that 
he’s spent the last ten 
years playing bass guitar 
in chaotic punk bands. But 
Nygard has another passion.
   “I’m a numbers-oriented 
person,” Nygard said. 
After earning a degree in 
accounting from MSUM in 
2007, Nygard was offered a 
job in Minneapolis that suited 
both of his interests.  His new 
employer, Fox Tax Services, 
specializes in financial services 
for artists and musicians.
  In addition to providing 
professional services to the 
creative community, Fox Tax 
also represents and promotes 
emerging artists at a gallery 
in northeast Minneapolis.
“People would come in and 
say ‘I’m in a band and I actually 
want it to be a business now. 
What do I do?’” Nygard said. 
He would then walk them 
through the process of making 
their art a financial entity. 
The process is similar to 
starting a small business.
A conundrum exists in 
that Nygard’s bands have 
adhered to do-it-yourself 
ethics. They have largely 
played in an underground 
punk network known for 
its anti-corporate views.
“I’d never do it myself, 
but punks would come in 
and say they wanted their 
band to be a business. It 
was weird,” Nygard said.
His bands never asked 
promoters to guarantee them 
money to play, though his 
accounting skills were useful 
when one of his bands went 
on tour. Fargo-based Cut 
and Run formed in 2004 
and toured the Midwest 
twice before disbanding. 
“I kept track of the cash 
box,” Nygard said, “I knew 
where everything went.” 
As part of an underground 
subculture where breaking 
even is not so much a rite of 
passage as a mark of talent, 
Cut and Run never lost 
money while out of town.
Nygard also applies 
accounting principles to his 
daily life. He structures separate 
budgets for his wife and 
himself so they know exactly 
where their money is spent.
 “I’m a nerd about it,” Nygard 
said, “I add up all my expenses 
and keep track of whether I’m 
over or under my budget.”
After having his hours 
cut as a result of declining 
business, Nygard interviewed 
and was hired as a state 
auditor for Minnesota. He 
works the typical hours of 
a state employee but hopes 
to someday use his accrued 
vacation time for another tour.
Nygard’s move to 
Minneapolis opened the door 
to this possibility when the 
members of Cut and Run 
again found themselves 
living in the same city. The 
trio reunited at Wisconsin 
Night Life and changed its 
sound to a pop-influenced 
brand of rock and roll.
Nygard continues to balance 
life as an accountant by day 
and punk musician by night, 
but recognizes the practicality 
of his career choice.
“Accounting is simple,” 
Nygard said, “It’s good work, 
and once you get it down it pays 
well and it’s easy to get a job.”
MSUM Grad balances band and career
BY MATT LEINGANG
Staff Writer
Leingang can be reached 
at matt.leingang@gmail.com
Photo submitted by Kensie Wallner
Although many students may 
not realize it, MSUM has its 
own radio station. For over 
fifty years, KMSC – or Dragon 
Radio – has operated as an 
unlicensed on-campus radio 
station. Located at 1500 AM on 
the terrestrial dial or streaming 
live at DragonRadio.org, 
KMSC has seen some major 
overhauls this past summer. 
As the incoming station 
manager for the year, Ryan 
Peterson is no stranger to the 
studio. First and foremost, 
he’s a radio enthusiast. 
“I’ve been with KMSC since I 
came to MSUM as a freshman in 
2007,” Peterson said. “I started 
as a DJ and originally came to 
the club because I wanted to 
join an organization that likes 
music as much as I do. I was the 
station director last year and this 
is my first year as the station 
manager. I’m an Industrial 
Distribution major, which just 
goes to show that all MSUM 
students can work with KMSC, 
regardless of their experience.”
The Dragon Radio studio, 
tucked in the basement of the 
CMU, was the beneficiary of 
some long-awaited renovations. 
Finally integrating additional 
21st century technology, 
Peterson is understandably 
thrilled about the changes. “We 
have new computers in the studio 
along with a new version of our 
automation software,” he said. 
“We also have a brand-
new mixer that has a lot more 
flexibility with how we broadcast 
at Dragon Radio. We also have 
a new power conditioner in the 
studio, which will allow for 
more consistent and effective 
power consumption. Along 
with that, we also have a new 
compressor on the back-end to 
create an even better output.” 
For the less technologically 
inclined, the studio is good now.
In addition, DragonRadio.
org has been revamped for the 
first time in years and offers 
a built-in streaming player. 
“The new website looks 
fantastic and it is definitely user-
friendly,”  Peterson said. KMSC 
can also be easily found on 
Facebook and Twitter. “We’re 
always looking for new outlets 
to inform current and future 
listeners, and social networking 
seems to be the most effective.”
The first  All-DJ 
meeting of the year saw an 
unprecedented amount of 
interested students a few 
weeks ago. Peterson attributes 
the success to aggressive 
advertising on campus. 
“In my three years with 
Dragon Radio, I’ve never seen 
so many new faces at an All-
DJ meeting,” he says. “We 
now have enough DJs this 
semester to have a consistent 
programming block, which 
will definitely improve the 
quality of our broadcasting.”
Even with an exceptional 
start this year, Peterson admits 
that there’s room for difficulty. 
“The biggest challenge 
in running KMSC is to just 
keep it all together,” he said. 
“Getting listeners is also a 
challenge and the best way 
to tackle this is through more 
advertising. It’s been a fantastic 
start so far and I think this will 
be a great year for KMSC.”
So far, so great. Student 
programming has already been 
on the air since September 
13th. Prospective DJs are 
encouraged to stop by CMU 
109 for an application. No 
experience is required.
Dragon Radio gets revamped
BY TYLER SORENSEN
Staff Writer
Sorensen can be reached at 
sorensty@mnstate.edu 
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Go to pracs.com to find research studies that best fit your schedule.  
We have research studies on weekdays and also weekends. Many 
Dermatology studies do not require overnight stays or blood 
collections.  Many of these research studies you can even be on 
certain types of medications.  Remember this is Today’s Research 
for Tomorrows health care, and now is your chance to make a 
difference and get compensated for your efforts.
pracs.com   1-888-277-7227 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
More than 45,000 students have taken more than 
110,000 courses through Tri-College University
Course Exchange
TCU Course Exchange is FREE to students already enrolled at NDSU, MSUM 
and Concordia, and allows students to take classes at either of the two 
campuses outside of their home campus.
Visit our website at www.tri-college.org for more information.
Senior Laura Tvrdik made 
history  by becoming the ninth 
volleyball player in MSUM 
history to reach 1,000 kills in 
a career at the 6-team Dragon 
Classic Tournament last week-
end in Alex Nemzek Hall.
Tvrdik is averaging just fewer 
than three kills per set in her 
career and with 1,008 kills she 
is climbing up the all-time list, 
she is now only 30 kills away 
from the number eight position. 
“In high school I didn’t get it 
and that kind of made me frus-
trated,” Tvrdik said.  “So through 
out the years I have been keep-
ing track and starting my senior 
year I realized I was only 65 
away. Each day I started count-
ing down once the game was 
done to see how far away I was.”
After splitting their two 
games the first day, the Drag-
ons beat both the University 
of Sioux Falls (S.D.) and Mi-
not State University during 
the second day of competition. 
The volleyball team finished 
the tournament with a 3-1 re-
cord. The lone loss came in 
their game against Northern 
State University (S.D.) in the 
form of a 1-3 defeat on day one.
Despite the personal honor, 
Tvrdik knows she can’t do it alone.
“It is a group effort,” she said. 
“Leigh (Splittstoesser) has been 
my setter through these four 
years and we always connect; 
we are best friends so that might 
have something to do with it.”
Splittstoesser also had a strong 
tournament, recording 33 assists 
in the game against Minot alone.
Ashley Pyfferoen, Splitt-
stoesser and Tvrdik are 
the only seniors on a team 
with seven freshmen.
“Laura brings intensity to 
the team,” head coach Tammy 
Blake-Kath said. “Her intensity, 
competitiveness and leadership 
help with such a young group.”
Many of the underclassmen 
got their first taste of collegiate 
athletics with mixed results as 
the Dragons played to a 1-3 re-
cord in their season-opening 
tournament in Golden, Colo.
“(The younger players) have 
been working really hard,” 
Tvrdik said. “It is great to 
see them step into their roles 
and already start succeed-
ing. Compared to last week-
end in Colorado I thought 
there was great improvement.”
The Dragons kept up 
their positive momentum by 
defeating The University of 
Minnesota-Crookston 3-1 in the 
conference opener on Tuesday.
BY MICHAEL SMITH
Sports Editor
Tvrdik reaches 1,000 kill plateau
Volleyball prepares for conference opener
Smith can be reached at 
smithmi@mnstate.edu
Chris Franz / Photo Editor
The Dragon’s volleyball team celebrates shortly after senior Laura Tvrdik (18) got her 1,000th career kill during the Dragon Classic Tournament. The Dragons finished with a 3-1  tournament record.
www.msumadvocate.com
-head coach Tammy Blake-Kath 
“Laura brings intensity to the team... her intensity, com-
petitiveness and leadership help with such a young group.”
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NDSU College of Pharmacy,  
Nursing, and Allied Sciences 
Career Fair 
Thursday, September 16 
10 a.m.- 2:30 p.m. 
 
Open to college & high school students, parents, 
and others interested in Pharmacy, Nursing,  
Clinical Laboratory Science, Radiologic Sciences, 
and Respiratory Care. 
 
Fargodome 
Free to All Attendees 
More than 50 booths representing all careers in 
these fields.  Visit with professionals, faculty, staff, 
and students. 
 
Free Parking 
For more information, call: Sara Wald @ 231-6461 or  
Kristi Weston @ 231-7751 
Sweat glistens, breathing 
mimics the beat of stentorian 
music. This class is no joke. 
Sept. 7 heralded the introduc-
tion of Body Pump, MSUM’s 
newest fitness program offered 
in the Wellness Center, and the 
number of students participat-
ing speaks for volunteers; near-
ly 80 in the first four days alone.
“The classes have been full 
every day,” said Karen Lester, 
MSUM’s Associate Director 
of Health and Wellness. “The 
students have seen it on our 
Facebook page, website, on 
our activities board and we’ve 
been talking to students. I was 
surprised at how many students 
already knew Body Pump.”
The 60-minute cardio/lift-
ing class is composed of light-
weight, high-rep exercises us-
ing barbells, such as squats, 
lifts, presses and curls, with 
short recovery periods to swap 
weights and stretching, choreo-
graphed to fast-paced music. 
“The essence of Body Pump 
is to blast the music and have 
fun,” instructor Marie Baker 
said. “(When) the music slows 
down, we slow down; the mu-
sic speeds up, we speed up.” 
“You’re burning after a min-
ute, and the song, you’re just 
waiting for it to end,” said Dan-
ny Markow, a fifth-year physi-
cal education and health major. 
Body Pump is a trademarked 
program of the LesMills fitness 
center headquartered in New 
Zealand. It was introduced to 
MSUM through Karen Les-
ter and Tomie Hagle, both of 
whom have participated in the 
program for numerous years 
and have high hopes for the 
program’s impact on students. 
“We’re excited about it,” 
Hagle said. “We’re trying to 
get more guys to come too.” 
“It’s not just fitness, it’s 
also socialization, the men-
tal aspect, and I think that’s 
what students sometimes for-
get, it really is a de-stressor” 
Lester said. “I think it goes 
with our mission of creating 
a healthy culture on campus.”
While the program costs 
MSUM an additional $300 per 
month plus instructor wag-
es, students and staff have 
had nothing but high-spirited 
praise for the classes so far. 
Sophomore Karisa Gulli-
lkson shared her excitement 
Monday evening after her first 
Body Pump class, “I thought 
it was awesome,” said Gulli-
lkson. “The instructor Ma-
rie was so cool and encour-
aging; it was so intense!” 
Baker is beginning her sec-
ond year as a Body Pump in-
structor, and offers advice 
to any interested students. 
“Body Pump is a class that 
will challenge your limits and 
take you out of your com-
fort zone. (It’s) one of those 
things you kind of got to keep 
going to see the benefits.”
Body Pump classes are avail-
able to students and faculty 
at least once a day, Monday 
through Friday, though the times 
may change week-to-week.
Classes are free with a stu-
dent ID, but space is limited 
to the first 19 participants 
to register. To sign-up for a 
class, simply call the Well-
ness Center on the day you 
wish to participate and ask to 
sign up or ask at the front desk.
Wellness Center now offers 
New Zealand style workout 
BY JOSHUA BERGGREN
Staff Writer
Berggren can be reached at 
berggrejos@mnstate.edu
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Thursday
Women’s Volleyball (5-4) vs. Bemidji State  
University at 7 p.m. in Alex Nemzek Fieldhouse
Men’s and Women’s Cross Country at St. Olaf 
Invitational 10:45 a.m. in Northfield, Minn. 
Softball vs. St. Cloud State University at 11 a.m. in 
St. Cloud, Minn.
Softball vs. Bemidji State University at 1 p.m. in St. 
Cloud, Minn.
Football (0-2) vs. Upper Iowa University at 1 p.m. 
in Alex Nemzek Stadium
*home opener
Women’s Soccer (0-4) vs. Bemidji State University 
at 1 p.m. in Bemidji, Minn.
Softball vs. Southwest Minnesota State at 3 p.m. 
in St. Cloud, Minn.
Volleyball vs. Minnesota Duluth at 4 p.m.in Alex 
Nemzek Fieldhouse
Next up for 
Dragon Sports
Friday
Saturday
Wednesday
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
*softball is at the St. Cloud Fall Tournament
Softball vs. St. Cloud University at 11 a.m. in St. 
Cloud, Minn.
Softball vs. Bemidji State University at 1 p.m. in 
St. Cloud, Minn.
Softball vs. Southwest Minnesota State at 3 p.m. 
in St. Cloud, Minn.
Women’s Soccer  vs. Minnesota Duluth  at 1 p.m. 
in Duluth, Minn.
Cheer Team tryouts 5-9 in the Nemzek Dance Studio
Melissa Muehlbauer / The Advocate
Kelsey Roseth (back) teaches an hour-long hula hoop class Wednesday 
nights at the Wellness Center.
Hula-palooza
Sports Recap
Football (Sept. 11)
MSUM vs. Winona State in Winona, Minn.
3-58 loss
QB Kevin Koch was 14-29 with an interception
Soccer (Sept. 10)
MSUM vs. Augustana (S.D.) in St. Cloud
1-2 loss
MSUM vs. St. Cloud State (Sept. 12) in St. Cloud
1-2 loss
Men’s and Women’s 
Cross County
Men finish in fourth position
place finishers: 
Clayton Foster 10th
Erik Hanson 11th
Women finish in third position
place finishers: 
Anna VanWechel 4th
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Services
Students/Parents- 
Stop paying rent!  Buy an 
investment property, collect 
rent and live there for little 
or nothing.  Call Marc today 
with PRG Home Sales. 701 
499-3937. 
www.PRGHomeSales.com.
FREE Pregnancy
testing and confirmation
www.firstchoiceclinic.com 
or 701.237.6530
For Rent
Your 1st Month is FREE 
in this quiet 2-bedroom/1-
bathroom apartment. Quick 
and convenient access to I-94. 
Includes a garage and Wireless 
Internet available. Available 
Now at only $525/mo. Visit: 
http://www.fargorents.com/
WR. Call Jeremy at 701-373-
5064.
Employment
The FARGODOME is 
accepting applications for part-
time employment in the following 
positions:
• Custodians
• Stage Hands
• Conversion Workers
• Parking attendants
• Uniform Security
• Concession Cashiers
• Concession Fry Cooks
Hours vary according to 
event schedules. Applicants are 
encouraged to fill out applications 
at the FARGODOME, 1800 
North University Drive, Fargo, 
ND. No phone calls please. Equal 
Opportunity Employer.
Part Time with good pay, 
bonuses and flexiable hours. ND 
Fraternal Order of Police Call 
Center Representative - Apply in 
person after 12:00 pm at 119 5th 
St. N. Fargo, ND , 
Phone 701-356-1266
Employment
Do you know someone who 
plays guitar and/or keyboard? 
Someone who has personality 
plus? Do you know someone 
who is a rockstar and not afraid 
to be a “fool” for Christ? Do you 
know someone who can lead a 
large group of kids in singing 
praises to God?
Hope Lutheran Church is 
looking for such a person to 
lead worship for kids 3yrs.- 
5 th grade. It is a three hour 
time commitment on Sunday 
mornings (9:30a.m.-11:30 a.m) 
and Wednesday evenings(6:00-
7:00p.m.) during the school 
year. It is a paid position.
Contact Pastor Steph at 
stollefson@fargohope.org or 
call 701-235-6629.
Make some extra money!
Become an advertising 
representative for The Advocate.
Payment is based on 
commission. Hours are based on 
your availability. 
CLASSIFIEDS
WWW.SECTION9CAFE.COM
+ 18 Cutting Edge Computers
+ 3 HD Console Stations
+ Retro Gaming Section
+ Affordable Computer Repair
+ Custom Computer Building
+ Over 450 Games to Choose From
+ Student Discounts Available
14 Roberts St  N Fargo
Open Daily at Noon + 701.476.1337
Celebrating
40 Years!
Voted Fargo's Favorite Mexican Restaurant
814 Main • Fargo / 3155 45th St S • Fargo
701-293-0120 / 701-356-0120
www.mexicanvillage.com
Wednesdays
All you can eat Fajitas
Specially Priced 
Appetizers
4pm-6pm & 9pm - Close Daily
Visit www.gliks.com to 
find your nearest location
gliks.com
New styles of Silver Jeans available now at Glik’s!
Get In 
While Y
ou Can
Address: Corner of 4th ave and 10th st north Fargo
Access through the back door Fargo’s Party Protection Connection
